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So Close!!! 
A message from Jackie Wyatt, the VBJF President 

It was 2012 and the VBJF working board was facing a conundrum. Visita on was increasing, and there was 
excitement about ongoing excava ons led by scien fic advisor and now UW Professor Emeritus, Charles 
Reher, through the University of Wyoming field school program. It was official VBJF policy at the me that 
the Founda on would not incur debt and would operate only on admission fees, grants or other dona ons. 
Unfortunately, efforts to secure funding for addi onal exhibits and buildings to house them were stymied 
by a “lack of infrastructure”, including electricity and a very expensive well and sep c system that would be 
essen al if site visita on were to increase significantly. Other Founda ons might fund exhibits, but none 
were interested in financing building construc on or  mundane, but essen al, items such as toilets. So, the 
VBJF was caught in a classic catch 22. It 
needed infrastructure to protect and in-
terpret the VBJ’s priceless archaeological 
features and a ract much larger visita-

on, but poten al funding sources re-
fused to finance construc on projects at 
a remote loca on that lacked necessi es 
like water and electricity.   

As those of you who have been Founda-
on members for a long me know, the 

VBJF operates on a shoestring budget. 
What we take in during the summer 
months by charging admission for tours 
barely pays the salaries of our summer 
staff. It was clear that admissions alone 
could never fund major infrastructure. 
Ted Vore remembers that he and my 
dad, the late Glen Wya , visited about  

 

The Sundance State Bank presented the Vore Buffalo Jump 
Foundation with a donation of $5,000 in October, one of 

many of the bank’s contributions to the VBJF.  



that what was built or brought on site must be of a permanent 
nature.  Jim Durfee totally agreed and would not be interested in 
helping with anything less.  We had no numbers at that mee ng; 
however, a well and sep c system were agreed to be part of that 
expansion.” 

The design  for the new building was the vision of Bob Olson, of 
RJ Olson Log Homes, in Hule , Wyoming, The board reached out 
to Bob as he had constructed the original log cabin where we 
now greet visitors. Bob said that for the same price as a square 
building, he could build a pi, which would be eye-catching and 
reflec ve of the houses of the Plain’s hunters. Paid for by a loan 
issued by the Sundance State Bank, the pi, which houses rest-
rooms, opened in June of 2013 complete with exhibits prepared 
by then board president Gene Gade and Charles Reher.  

Now, in 2022, we are unbelievably close to paying off that loan. It 
is likely that none of those who were on the working board in 
2013 – or our banker – would have believed it if you had told 
them that the current principal balance on the $250,000 loan 
would be just $17,616 in 2022! The VBJF has been incredibly for-
tunate to have the financial support of donors and the board of 
the Sundance State Bank who have backed their belief that the 
Vore Site is an asset to the region with their dollars.  

The VBJF board is commi ed to clearing this debt. With the help 
of VBJF members, we believe we can do it by the end of 2022. By 
paying off this loan, the VBJF will be able to focus on such pro-
jects as crea ng addi onal exhibits related to the  archaeological 
record and the projec le point collec on, improvements to the 
exis ng bonebed exhibit, and applica on of modern research 
techniques to further explora on of the sinkhole. We would also 
be able to assist the Office of the Wyoming State Archaeologist 
with research on the Vore collec on.  

The tipi exhibit building under construction                  
in the spring of 2013. 

Bob Olson, who was responsible for con-
ception of the tipi and for managing its    

construction, works chain saw magic during 
the process of raising the logs that provide 

support for the tipi. 

grants and funding and both agreed that our chances were slim to none.  Breaking the log jam required reversal of the 
VBJF’s policy of not incurring debt. According to Ted Vore, who was our treasurer then and remains so today, my dad, 
who was then vice president of the board, drove the effort. It began with a sort of pilot project, the construc ng of a 
small log cabin in 2009 to serve as the VBJF’s first visitor center.  Durfee had an strong interest in the buffalo jump 
stemming from when Dad, then a science teacher at Sundance High School, involved his students, including a young 
Durfee, in the original Vore Site excava ons in the 1970’s. The loan for the cabin was small and was quickly paid off.  

The next step, acquiring money for the well/sep c system and a exhibit building, was a much bigger ask. When Dad 
suggested that they again visit with Durfee, Ted thought it was really a long shot. Ted relates, “It was our thought  

 

Please help us:  
All donations received, including membership renewals,    

between now and the end of the year will go toward paying 
off our loan.  



Fall 2022 Vore Scholars 
 

This semester, our Vore Scholars are Ann Stephens and Josh Rutledge. The 
two each work about 10 hours per week on cura on of the Vore collec on, 
an ongoing effort funded in part by a grant from the Ins tute of Museum and 
Library Services. Our goal is to properly store and curate the approximately 
22,000 ar facts that have been removed from the Vore Site sinkhole. The two 
are also sharing informa on on interes ng ar facts from the collec on 
through our Ar fact of the Week posts on Facebook (h ps://
www.facebook.com/VoreBuffaloJump).  
 
Ann is from Hya ville, Wyoming. She is currently working toward her second 
bachelor’s degree in anthropology with a concentra on in archaeology. In 
addi on to the Vore internship, Ann is involved in an independent study as-
sessing the faunal assemblage of the Bergman/Red Bu es Site via zooarchae-
ology by mass spectrometry. Using this technique, archaeologists can analyze 
collagen or other proteins in an preserved in ar fact to iden fy the animal 
species. She expects to graduate in December and plans to work for a compa-
ny involved with cultural resources management while exploring her interests 
in high-eleva on archaeology and human osteology. 

Josh is originally from Oklahoma, but his wife is from 
Cheyenne and that's how he was introduced to our 
great state.  Josh is a veteran of the Marine Corps 
(2000-2004) and the Army (2008-2014).  He earned 
his BA from the University of Oklahoma and is cur-
rently taking prerequisites at UW with the goal of 
entering the master’s program in anthropology next 
year. He says that he’s finally figured out that he 
wants to be an archaeologist when he grows up! 
Josh has excavated in North Carolina, Peru, and Wy-
oming and appreciates the hand’s-on laboratory ex-
perience provided by work with the Vore collec on.  

Ann Stephens examines a bison 
humerus. 

 Josh Rutledge excavating a scapula.  

 

Curation of Artifacts From The Vore Site Continues At UW 

Two years ago, the University of Wyoming Archaeological Repository, the University of Wyoming Library System, and 
the VBJF were awarded a grant from the Ins tute of Museum and Library Services to aid in the effort to curate the 
22,000-plus ar facts that have been removed from the Vore Site sinkhole. This effort has also benefited from dona ons 
funneled through the VBJF. Although not on track to complete effort by the end of the funding period in December, 
2023. Wyoming State Archaeologist Spencer Pelton says that the remaining ar facts have been priori zed so that those 
useful for research will be cataloged by the end of the period. 

Of about 500 boxes that the Repository team were faced with three years ago, around 270 boxes of ar facts from the 
1970s excava ons remain uncatalogued. These boxes have been priori zed so that those elements that will be most 
useful for research such as complete foot and long bones, and mandibles will be cataloged by the end of this semester. 
These bones will allow the archaeologists to determine the minimum number of individual bison that have been exca-
vated. Bones that appear to have been used as tools were also given high priority. 

Dr. Pelton reports that all of the canid remains are cataloged. A collabora on has been established with Oxford Univer-
sity to sample the remains of each of the dozen or so individual animals, which span the en re deposit. The group from 
Oxford will analyze DNA from these animals to address several ques ons. For example, at least some of these remains 
appear to be the bones of domes cated dogs since most skulls have had their canine teeth broken off – presumably to 
make these beasts of burden less dangerous to their handlers. These studies should defini vely determine whether the  



We hosted students from four Wyoming schools this fall: fourth 
graders from Moorcro , Rozet, and Sheridan and both fourth 
and seventh graders from Hule .  We also hosted the Spearfish 
6th graders as well as a group from Spearfish High School. Our 
field trips allow students to step into the past and really imagine 
what life would have been like during the period in our history 
when Na ve Americans trapped large numbers of bison in the 
Vore Site sinkhole. 
 

In addi on to lectures at the bonebed and in the pi, students 
par cipate in three ac vi es. One is an exercise where they find 
an arrowhead in our sandbox and then compare their find to a 
key to characterize their point as an archaeologist would. This 
comparison allows students to closely observe the base, stem, 
and blade shape and the stone type of the souvenir arrow point 
that they get to keep. Older students graph the loca on of the 
arrow point they find. As Anna Baken, the Hule  fourth grade 
teacher noted, “The students got a li le bit dirty, and hands-on 
par cipa on is the ac ve learning experience that students re-
member.”  The students also learned to throw darts with a 
throwing s ck called an atlatl by the Aztecs. Atlatls were not 
used by the Vore Site hunters as the site was used a er inven-

on of the bow and arrow.  Bows made atlatls obsolete. Howev-
er, we have been pleased that this is an ac vity that both stu-
dents and adults enjoy.   
 

Assis ng with field trips this fall were Ted Vore, Donnie, Holt, 
Will Haire, Jo Bauer-Goldsmith, Adrienne Keller, Jess Riesberg, 
Curt Wiseman, Roy Bush, Deb Bush, Zach Davis, and Jackie Wy-
a . We have also been please with support from teachers this 
year. For most field trips at least one sta on was led by a teach-
er. 

The Spearfish sixth grade class of 208 students were hosted in two groups. Having 104 students at one time is almost 
double the number of students usually on site for a field trip. 

VBJF Continues School Programs 

Roy Bush, who has been a member of the VBJF 
board since 2018, has stepped down from the 
working board. Roy, and his wife Deb, have 

been huge assets to the VBJF. Roy is pictured 
here surrounded by Hulett fourth graders at the 
station where the student throw darts at a target 
using a throwing stick that the Aztecs called an 

atlatl. 



  

Please renew your 
membership! 

All membership fees and dona-
tions received before the end of 
2022, unless otherwise designat-
ed, will go toward paying off the 

debt the VBJF owes the Sun-
dance State Bank. Donors will be 

entered in a drawing for a Vore 
Buffalo Jump cap hand beaded 
by the Northern Cheyenne arti-
san Clara Caufield (one chance 
for each $50 donated). Clara is 
also a respected journalist with 

the Native Sun News.  

Thank You To The VBJ 2022 Summer Interpretive Staff! 

Summer staff included (left to 
right) Katy Anderson, Jennifer 
Adams, Michael York, Jacquie 
Holt, Zachary Wachsmuth, Na-
than Davis, and Rowan No-
back. We had just three return-
ing interpreters, Jennifer, Ro-
wan, and Nathan. Nathan left 
for an archaeological field 
school after just a month, and 
we were fortunate to be able to 
hire Owen Haiar (not pictured), 
who returned from a study 
abroad in time to help during 
the last month or so of the 
summer. Chris Taggart (not 
pictured) worked a day a week. 
Visitation this summer was 
down relative to the (crazy) 
summer of 2021 by about 15%. 
Sales of souvenirs like t-shirts 
were considerably lower, so 
our bottom line suffered. 



 
Students associated with the Vore Site participate in expedition         

to search for WWII pilot’s remains  
 
Nathan Davis, who worked as an interpreter at the Vore Site during the summer of 2021 and part of this summer, and 
Ann Stephens, a current Vore Scholar (see ar cle above) were part of an effort in August to find the remains of pilot 
George Wilson, who went down with his B-17 in northern France toward the end of World War II.  

According to a story by Noel Brennan of Denver’s 9News, Erik Bornemeir felt 
compelled to find out more when his wife told him how Wilson, her great un-
cle, had crashed over France. The family knew only that Wilson's plane was hit 
by flak and that he, despite cri cal wounds, was able to maintain the flight, al-
lowing the crew to bail out. The nine crew members all eventually returned 
home safely, but Wilson’s body was never recovered. Bornemeir traveled to the 
town in northern France where the plane was believed to have gone down and 
located the field where the crash likely occurred.  
 
The Defense POW/MIA Accoun ng Agency (DPAA), an agency within the De-
partment of Defense that works to bring home military personnel who have 
gone missing in ac on, heard of Bornemeir’s quest. During the summer of 
2021, archaeologists from Colorado State University and the Denver Museum 
of Nature and Science supported by DPAA spent six weeks at the likely crash 
site and uncovered mul ple pieces of the B-17. 
 
Nathan and Ann joined the team this August for a con nua on of the search. 
The two were students in the University of Wyoming archaeology field school 
earlier in the summer when they learned about the opportunity. "We were dig-
ging to try and find either a part of the plane, like a serial number, or a bone 
that could be iden fied as George," Nathan told reporter Sarah Pridgeon from 
the Sundance Times. Nathan noted that finding a .50 caliber round was an ex-
ci ng moment, and that they uncovered many small pieces of airplane and 
glass from the crash.  

Nathan is currently a senior at Montana State University working toward a 
bachelor’s degree in anthropology and a minor in gene cs. His connec on to 
the Vore Site runs deep. His late grandfather Glen Wya  was a long- me VBJF 
board member, and his mom, Jackie Wya , is the current VBJF board president. 

any of the canids that died at the Vore Site are wolf-dog hybrids. Oral histories indicate that the Na ve Americans bred 
their dogs with wolves. 

A website to provide digital access to the collec on, which will be run through the UW Library, is under construc on 
and should be available to researchers and to the public by the end of next year. It will have photos of all ar facts cata-
loged, 3D scans of each bison skull, and links to field notes and publica ons associated with the Vore Site.  

A er the grant period ends, Dr. Pelton expects work to focus on wri ng a publica on that summarizes the state of the 
Vore assemblage and major insights obtained from the overview of the collec on. An important study, for which the 
team will seek grant support, will be a large radiocarbon da ng effort to refine the ages of the bone layers. When the 
Vore Site was first excavated, radiocarbon da ng was not accurate enough to provide informa on on the dates of the 
hunts, but advances the technology in the past 50 years mean that radiocarbon studies would provide relevant infor-
ma on. Dr. Pelton is also interested in performing an extensive gene cs study of the bison excavated from the Vore 
Site as a case study on the impacts of depreda on on the bison popula on.  

Nathan Davis in France 

Vore Scholar, Ann Stephans and 
Nathan Davis At The Crash Site 

Thanks, Molly Herron! 

The VBJF board would like to take this opportunity to extend our thanks to Molly Herron for her work on the Vore col-
lec on. Molly played a cri cal role in the cura on effort while she worked on her master’s degree and was responsible 
for the majority of our ar fact of the week posts on Facebook over the past year and a half. We wish her well as she 
begins her post-academic career! 


